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The launch of our new website seems a perfect time for an update since our AGM held at Lewes Depot 
cinema last April.   
 
PLANNING APPROVED  
 
Planning approval for an extension of the Egrets Way from Ham Lane to the Linklater Pavilion, in Lewes 
was granted by the South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) Planning Committee in April together 
with a variation from the originally approved route at Piddinghoe. We say thank you to the seventy or so 
members of the public who submitted statements in support of the application and provided evidence that 
the available sections are well used.  Outline agreements with the two landowners to construct the 
northern section of the path over their land had already been secured so finding a funding source became 
our next challenge.  
 
NEW FUNDING  
 
Over the last few months we have been approaching a wide range of funding sources and have some 
encouraging outcomes to report. A bid for £75k of LEADER funding (EU funds for Rural Development) was 
successful and also attracted £78k of additional funds, including a donation to the Egrets Way from the Jo 
Holden Trust, so ensuring that the new section from Ham Lane can be constructed. Construction should be 
underway early next year and completed by June to meet the funding delivery deadline. We have worked 
closely with the SDNPA and we are extremely grateful for time and expertise of the team of Officers who 
took on the challenging task of completing the LEADER application. This close cooperation with our 
partners, the National Park and Sustrans, will continue and is vital to delivering the new section on time.   
 
NEWHAVEN TO PIDDINGHOE.  
 
We now have the landowners on board to take the route from Newhaven through Riverside Park to the 
river and on to Piddinghoe with a path running below the riverbank to the Newhaven and Seaford Sailing 
Club pond. From there the path will continue around the NSCC pond reaching The Street at northern 
entrance to Piddinghoe village. This variation, agreed to by Piddinghoe Parish Council, was included in the 
planning approval referred to earlier. The new route achieve involves using a short section of footpath on 
top of the river bank. This narrow 200m section will require cyclists to dismount and will be clearly signed. 
Unfortunately mobility vehicle users will not be able to access this section as it includes a pinch point at the 
Boathouse. 
 
AND MORE FUNDING 
 
We need to find a lot more funding, not only for the southern section but to fill in the gap between 
Rodmell and Rise Farm; in the region of £1.5m -£2.0m. We are working on it, and promoting the Egrets 
Way, not only as a safe route for non-motorised users (NMUs), but also for the wider benefits it will bring 
to the local economy, especially tourism. The wide-ranging health benefits that everyday walking and 
cycling, especially in such an attractive landscape, bring are increasingly recognised by health providers. In 
addition to these we hope potential funders will see that a completed Egrets Way will boost tourism by 
encouraging visitors, especially those coming to Newhaven from Europe, to stay overnight locally and 
enjoy the villages and attractions of the Ouse Valley. 
 

 

 
   



Nevertheless, even if new sections continue to be built piecemeal, as they have been over the last seven 
years, we remain confident that, with the progress we have already made, the benefits it will bring and 
mounting public pressure, a completed Egrets Way connecting Newhaven and Lewes will be achieved. 
 
 We know that many of our supporters are getting impatient and want us to move faster to complete the 
project and, again, we want to reassure them that it will be done as quickly as funding for construction can 
be found.   
 
SWANBOROUGH HOLIDAY LODGES  
 
A number of these luxury lodges are now built and operational and have been fully booked since they 
opened at the beginning of October. The shared cycle path connecting the lodges to the Egrets Way at the 
Spring Barn Farm corner has been constructed but is not yet operational but when open will provide an 
attractive off-road route right into Lewes as well access to the South Downs Way via Swanborough Village 
and an existing   bridleway. We look forward to celebrating the opening of this important Egrets Way link. 
 
MAINTENANCE &VOLUNTEERS   
 
As more sections of the path are being completed we have been discussing with the SDNPA how the paths 
should be maintained. Responsibilities currently vary according to whether the section of path has been 
adopted by the Highways Authority or has licenced agreement. Much of the pathway falls under licence 
agreements and maintaining these sections will involve arrangements with ourselves, the SDNP and 
others. Surface repairs are likely to require professional contractors but much else, such clearing 
vegetation, maintaining gates and signs, litter picking, and promoting shared path good behaviour, could 
be done by volunteers .We are exploring with the SDNP Rangers and Volunteer Rangers how we can work 
together to deliver this approach on the Egrets Way. As more of the path becomes operational there will 
be opportunities for promoting walks and rides using the Egrets Way and other linked routes to create 
attractive circular routes or themed events.  
 
SHARED PATHS 
 
Most of the EW is, and will be,  a shared path, that is a path that is available to all non-motorised users – 
walkers, dog-walkers,  cyclists, pushchairs, and mobility scooters users, and wherever possible horse riders. 
Some people have expressed concerns about this mix of users but we, and the National Park, believe that 
with courtesy, consideration and respect we can all get along together; so please help us to promote 
shared use by encouraging good behaviour by example, and by engaging with other path users. We have 
found the majority of users understand that all legitimate path users have equal rights to use the path and 
respond appropriately – a friendly greeting often leading to a conversation can work wonders. This is area 
where everyone can help to support the Egrets Way Project.  
 
AND FINALLY   
 
With the route agreed and all landowner agreements essentially in place we want, once again, to thank the 
landowners (all 20 of them) for generously allowing us to construct the Egrets Way on their land.  
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